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- refractive index of vapor 1n the ground state >1 (or <1) x-position [mm] I
- refractive index of plasma ~1
— Plasma column as transparent object - Pump beam: Creating column of excited atoms in the center of the cell
with different refractive index - Imaging beam: Used for Schlieren imaging of the column of excited atoms

— Bending of the rays which propagate through the object - Knife edge: Razor blade as cut off in the focal plane of lens L1
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